Production of influenza antibodies by lymphocytes of the respiratory tract.
Antibody production against influenza virus by lymphocytes of the human nasopharyneal tonsils and the tracheal wall of rats was investigated. Atibody-producing cells were found in preparations of lymphadenoid tissue removed in the postepidemic period. Intranasal immunization of rats with living influenza vaccine led to the accumulation of producer cells in the tracheal wall and of antibodies in the secretions of the respiratory tract. Reimmunization was followed by a well-marked secondary response. A characteristic feature of secretory immunity is the slower formation of producer cells and of antibodies than is observed in the system of general immunity.